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June 5, 2002   

Office of Policy and International Affairs

Office of Electricity and Natural Gas Analysis, PI-23

U.S. Department of Energy

Forrestal Building, Room 7H-034

1000 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC  20585

Attention:  Voluntary Reporting Comments

The Aluminum Association, Inc. is the trade association for U.S. producers of primary aluminum, recyclers, and semi-fabricated aluminum products.  Member companies operate more than 200 plants in 35 states.   We offer these comments in response to the May 6, 2002 Federal Register notice on “Voluntary Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Reductions, and Carbon Sequestration”  (67 Federal Register 30370).  The Aluminum Association also supports the comments submitted in response to this notice by its members Alcoa, Inc. and Alcan Aluminum Corporation.

The Aluminum Association and its members have gained a great deal of experience in monitoring, reporting and mitigating greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions over the last decade.  Nearly all of the 23 primary aluminum reduction plants in the U.S. have participated in the voluntary program with EPA to reduce GHG emissions under the Voluntary Aluminum Industrial Partnership (VAIP) program.  The VAIP program included efforts to measure, model, develop emission factors, research and implement means to reduce emissions and establish reporting protocols for perfluorocarbon (PFC) releases from primary aluminum operations.  These efforts have achieved a 45 percent reduction in PFC emissions from 1990 to 2000, resulting in EPA granting the VAIP participants the “Climate Protection Award” for the year 2002.  President Bush also noted the success of the VAIP program in his climate statement in announcing the Climate Leader’s Program which several of our members have joined as charter partners.  As a result of the VAIP experience, we believe valuable insight has been gained on how to successfully implement an inventory protocol, and the factors of importance in establishing any GHG reporting mechanism.  


Our recommendations in developing a voluntary GHG reporting program under section 1605(b) are enumerated as follows:

First, the voluntary reporting program should adopt ‘IPCC good practice’ industry specific emission factors and indexes.  The VAIP program, in cooperation with the IPCC and the agencies and aluminum industries in other countries, has established a tiered emission estimation procedure for determining PFC releases from primary facilities that takes into account aluminum reduction technologies, available operating parameter information and allows incorporation of emission monitoring data to fine-tune release determinations.  These protocols and indices should be retained in any 1605(b) reporting program.  


Secondly, the 1605(b) program should provide for a consistent set of framework protocols to be used by industries in establishing GHG inventories and reporting.  The Aluminum Association and its members are participating in the International Aluminum Institute’s (IAI) effort to develop a global aluminum industry inventory and reporting protocol for multiple GHG releases.  The IAI is scheduled to complete the protocol by the end of 2002.  This protocol will take into account the IPCC good practice guidance for GHG inventories and, when adopted, the protocol will be used by the U.S. and global aluminum industry to inventory and report GHG releases.  Included will be provision for recognizing and accounting for recycling efforts.  We believe that the 1605(b) inventory should also include provision for facilities to take credit for recycling efforts that save energy, reduce emissions and help to protect the climate.

The IAI global GHG protocol effort will seek to be consistent with the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) and World Resources Institute (WRI) “Greenhouse Gas Protocol” for corporate accounting and reporting of multiple GHG releases.   We believe that the WRI protocol provides a reasonable template for GHG inventory and reporting that can be tailored successfully to different industries.  In addition, it addresses issues such as organizational and operational boundaries for accounting, data quality management and other concerns such as reporting of direct and indirect GHG emissions.  DOE should consider the WRI protocol for its applicability to the 1605(b) GHG voluntary reporting process.

When the IAI has established the accounting and reporting protocol for the global aluminum industry, we intend to submit the approved protocol to DOE for review and consideration as an aluminum industry-reporting standard.  

Finally, the voluntary reporting protocol should recognize documented release reporting with established protocols, including the VAIP program, as verified, reliable and approved data for the 1605(b) reports.  Included should be recognition for established baseline data set by the VAIP program from 1990.

We hope that these comments are useful in developing the section 1605(b) GHG reporting program.  Please contact my office (202/862-5132, or bstriete@aluminum.org) with questions or for further information.







Sincerely,







Robert P. Strieter







VP, Environment Health & Safety

cc:

Ms. Jean Vernet, DOE

Mr. Peter Karpoff, DOE

Mr. Mark Mazanec, Baker & Hostetler

