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Ms. Jean Vernet

U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Policy and International Affairs

Office of Electricity and Natural Gas Analysis

Forrestal Building, PI-23, Room 7H-034

1000 Independence Ave, SW

Washington DC 20585

RE:
Discussion of Calculating Avoided Emissions in the Revised Voluntary Registry
Dear Ms. Vernet:

On behalf of the U.S. nuclear energy industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute
 appreciates the opportunity to provide additional comments on the Department of Energy’s ongoing effort to revise the Voluntary Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Registry, often referred to simply as 1605b.  

It is vital that the emissions avoided by non-emitting power generation sources, such as nuclear energy, continue to be recognized in the registry.  The President directed the Department of Energy (DOE), in consultation with other offices, to revise the registry at the same time he set a national goal of reducing the U.S. GHG intensity by 18% over the next decade.  

Economic growth is directly correlated with increased demand for electric power.  To meet both the President’s GHG intensity goal and the country’s increased demand for electricity, it will be necessary to increase the use of non-emitting generation sources and to build additional non-emitting generators.  

Since the registry revisions are in part to support the tracking and attainment of the GHG intensity reduction goal, incremental non-emitting generation should continue to be recognized by the registry and should be eligible to receive any tradable credits granted through the registry.

During the workshops, DOE asked for suggestions on how avoided emissions should be calculated.  Attached is a brief discussion of three methods for such calculations, including analytical processes and the strengths and weaknesses inherent to each method.

The three methods discussed are:

· Using Dispatch Order and Demand Curves

· Using An Average Emission Rate

· Using a State-of-the-Art Combined Cycle Emissions Factor

We conclude that the most reasonable method to use in calculating avoided emissions is to use an average fossil emission rate factor.  This method is very similar to the method now endorsed by the Energy Information Agency for use with the current registry.  It continues to be relatively simple to implement, while increasing accuracy.

If we may provide further thoughts on this subject, or other information on the use of nuclear energy to help reduce the U.S. GHG intensity, please do not hesitate to contact me at 202-739-8021 or rjm@nei.org.  

Sincerely,
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Richard J. Myers

Senior Director, Business Policy

NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE

�   NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear energy industry, including regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues.  NEI members include all utilities licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel fabrication facilities, materials licensees, and other organizations and individuals involved in the nuclear energy industry.
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