RE:  68204     Federal Register/Vol68,#234, 12-05-2003, Proposed Rules.

Please accept my comments about our SE Wisconsin emission rules and

standards.  I don't have the expertise to fully grasp all the legalized

"mumbo-jumbo" in the summary from your website, but it would seem that if a business has the monetary where-with-all to "purchase" excess emissions, they can basically do almost anything they want, regardless of the consequences.

About 2 months ago, the SC Johnson Co., in Racine, WI, was given the o.k. to substantially exceed the NOx emissions at one of their facilities, simply because they had enough capital to buy up other allotments, rather than spend money on actually reducing those same emissions=because it would be much less expensive. So much for being actually concerned about clean air. Profits come first.  This is only ONE company that was reported in the local newspaper; I would imagine there are a multitude of others across the nation that are going to get away with the same thing.

This, in my layman capacity, does not seem to be accomplishing what you are trying to do.  This only seems to be having the effect of closing the door at one end of the barn, while leaving the other wide open.

One polluter does a good job in cleaning up his operation, or maybe even being forced out of business, while another "buys up" those allotments so "he" can keep spewing crap into the atmosphere, and more than likely even increase them because of his newly acquired adjustments.  How has this done anything to clean up the air.??????

In this same vein, here in "non-attainment" SE Wisc, we are required to have auto emission testing because of a "dirty" air problem once or twice a year, and if our auto's fail, say the NOx test, by so much as one tenth of one percent, we are required to spend anywhere from $300 to $800 dollars in repairs to renew our registration, while we live with major traffic flow from other areas of the State, and from out of state, where there are no such restrictions.  Those expenses don't take into account the waste of time and money driving to, waiting in line and going back home, not to mention making at times, 2 or 3 trips to a repair shop and subsequent trips for retesting.

Perhaps, if these minute emissions are such a "big" problem, you should be requiring nationwide auto emission tests in your new rules.  Of course after reviewing some 40 years of a lack of results in California's attack on the automobile, this would probably be found not feasible to try and enact anyway.  

I sometimes wonder if anyone actually understands where our real problems lay.  A report by NASA a few years ago, made a whole lot more sense than most of what has been published in the past years, and may be a better starting point to work with.

http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/news-release/releases/2001/01-74.htm

<http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/news-release/releases/2001/01-74.htm>  .  This site may not be available anymore, but delving into the basic site and archives should bring it up.
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