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September 20, 2002

Jean E. Vernet, Esq.

Office of Policy and International Affairs

Office of Electricity and Natural Gas Analysis

PI-23, Attention:  Voluntary Reporting Comments

U.S. Department of Energy

Forrestal Building

Room 7H-034

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C.  20585

Re:
Supplemental Comments in DOE NOI Docket, Voluntary Reporting of Greenhouse Gas                                                Emissions, Reductions, and Carbon Sequestration, 67 Fed. Reg. 30370 (May 6, 2002)

Dear Ms. Vernet:

As you know, the Electric Power Industry Climate Initiative (EPICI) provided comments to you in response to the above-referenced Notice of Inquiry (NOI) of the Department of Energy (DOE) concerning implementation of the President’s directives for revising the guideline procedures in furtherance of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (EPAct).  Subsequent to the June 5 comment deadline in the NOI, the Secretary of Energy and three other agency heads sent a letter on July 8, 2002, to the President making recommendations for such revisions.  In addition, EPICI has had an opportunity to review the docket and the responses of other commenters.

The President’s February 14 directives indicated that the Administration will “explore” the adequacy of “existing authority” to “achieve” the reforms sought by him.  Moreover, the NOI noted that pursuit of these directives “poses significant policy, technical, and legal questions.”  Unlike the policy and technical questions, the NOI did not raise any specific legal authority issues.  However, some commenters did raise questions about legal authority.  

The primary purpose of this letter is to offer EPICI’s comments on legal authority as the Administration continues to “explore” the matter.  As you will see from the enclosure to this letter, EPICI is not aware of any legal authority inadequacies for achieving the presidential directives.  EPICI is also unaware of any “significant. . .legal [authority] questions” posed by the President’s directives.

EPICI requests that you place the enclosed comments in the DOE NOI docket as supplemental comments.

Sincerely,

Robert P. Gehri




Robert H. Rainey, Jr.

Co-chairman, Electric Power Industry

Co-chairman, Electric Power Industry

    Climate Initiative




    Climate Initiative

Southern Company




Tennessee Valley Authority

Enclosure
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cc (w/ enc):

Vicki A. Bailey, Assistant Secretary,

   DOE Office of Policy and International Affairs

Margot Anderson, Deputy Assistant Secretary, 

   DOE Office of Policy

Larisa Dobriansky, Esq.

   Senior Policy Advisor for National Energy Policy

James L. Connaughton, Chairman,

   Council on Environmental Quality

Philip A. Cooney, Chief of Staff,

   Council on Environmental Quality

R. Glenn Hubbard, Chairman,

   Council of Economic Advisors


bcc (w/ enc):

EPICI Coordinating Committee

EPICI Accounting and Reporting Committee

Q. Shea

E. Holdsworth

J. Kinsman

J. Roewer

W. Fang

J. Brady

E. Yawn

D. Finnegan

	
	
	


	
	
	


	
	
	



